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and therefore admitted theoretically that the African would
ultimately be as capable as the European of managing his own
affairs and of enjoying the blessings of freedom and democracy.
It is true that this theory had practically no effect upon practice.
The lesser breeds were obviously at present incapable of manag-
ing their own affairs, and as little or nothing was done, as we
shall see, to make them more capable, they remained under
the paternal tutelage of Britons and would presumably be
content indefinitely to continue under it. But during the last
twenty-five or thirty years events in India, Ceylon, and even
on the African west coast have shown that the subject peoples
of the British Empire, whether Asiatic or African, are not
prepared to wait indefinitely for freedom and democracy.
The day when the African in colonial territory would, like the
Indian, demand complete self-government, might be distant,
but the question of his future political status could no longer
be completely ignored. Moreover, consciously or unconsciously,
events in a British Dominion, the Union of South Africa,
complicated the problem and profoundly influenced opinion.
The political status of the African in the Union was one of the
major problems in South African politics, and South African
opinion was overwhelmingly in favour of ensuring that the
African should permanently have a status, political and social,
which was inferior to that of the white man. In actual practice
this has resulted in a policy of partial segregation and of denying
to the South African native the democratic right to political or
economic equality with the white man. This development in
the Union's theory and practice has had a profound effect in
colonial territories where there is a white minority, e.g.,in Kenya
and the Rhodesias, but indirectly it has had a considerable
influence also upon the general postulates and the ideals of
British colonial policy.

There are now many people who, either explicitly or implicitly,
no longer accept the liberal assumption that African and other
primitive peoples are capable of developing into "civilized"
communities on an equality with those of white men, of learning